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Bill Topic:  STUDENTS EXCUSED FROM TAKING STATE ASSESSMENTS

Summary of
Fiscal Impact:

No fiscal impact.  This bill requires that the Colorado Department of Education notify
local education providers when the department receives a complaint from a parent
concerning negative consequences for students who have been opted out of
statewide testing. 

Appropriation
Summary: 

No appropriation is required.

Fiscal Note
Status:

This fiscal note reflects the bill as amended by the Senate Education Committee.

Summary of Legislation

Under current law, school districts, charter schools, and Boards of Cooperative Educational
Services are required to have a written policy and procedure by which a student's parent may
excuse the student from participating in statewide assessments.  Local education providers (LEPs)
are prohibited from imposing negative consequences on a student who's parents request an opt
out. 

This bill clarifies that the LEP must determine if the opt out process requires a student's
parent to submit a written request, and that students excused from statewide assessments may
not be prohibited from participating in any activity or receiving any reward that is provided to
students who do participate in the tests.  If the Colorado Department of Education (CDE) receives
a complaint from a parent that an LEP is not in compliance with the law, the CDE must notify the
LEP of the nature of the complaint.

Assessment

Under current practice, the CDE informs schools and school districts when the department
receives parent complaints.  The bill codifies current practice for specific situations related to
student opt out.   

This fiscal note assumes that LEPs will comply with the law and that complaints of this
nature will be rare.  When the CDE does receive a complaint from a parent, there is no significant
workload to notify the school or school district of the parent's complaint.  For this reason, the bill
is assessed as having no fiscal impact.
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Effective Date

The bill takes effect August 8, 2018, if the General Assembly adjourns on May 9, 2018, as
scheduled, and no referendum petition is filed.

State and Local Government Contacts

Education School Districts

The revenue and expenditure impacts in this fiscal note represent changes from current law under the bill for each fiscal
year.  For additional information about fiscal notes, please visit:  leg.colorado.gov/fiscalnotes.


